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   Property Class Assignment Guide

The following overview of the Municipal Property Insurance Company’s property classes will help you 
and your organization to better understand how to accurately schedule property as “Buildings” or 
“Property in the Open (PITO)”. 

Property is defined as a building or structure if, at minimum, two of the following 
characteristics are present: 

 Structural Walls and Roof Cover  Permanent Foundation (concrete slab, footings, etc.)
 Material Replacement Value  Building Services (electrical, plumbing, HVAC)
 Form of Human Occupancy (including temporary and storage use)

Typical Examples 
 

Building/Structure 

Classified as Building (Pavilion) - Note 
permanent slab foundation and roof cover 

Classified as Building (Dugout) - Note slab 
foundation, roof cover, and structural walls 

Classified as Building (Utility) - Note structural 
walls, roof cover, and electrical service 

Classified as Building (Splash Pad)- Note 
permanent foundation and plumbing service 
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Property Typically classified as Building/Structure 

 Booster pump stations and related process equipment
 Groundwater supply wells and related process equipment
 Water storage tanks/structures

o Elevated water towers
o Ground/surface tanks
o Storage reservoirs

 Permanent shelters, canopies, pavilions, storage buildings, band shells and gazebos
 Freestanding, outdoor backup generators serving multiple structures (significant size, often found at treatment

plants, maintenance facilities, and administrative complexes
 Electrical substations including control structures, meter houses, transformers, regulators, reclosers, steel

support structure, ground grid, and other equipment (located inside fenced area)
 Truck scales and associated control structure
 Stadium/ballfield seating (permanent) - especially with interior construction
 Concession stands
 Permanent dugout structures - typically with exterior walls and concrete slab foundations
 Press box buildings - including those constructed on permanent seating structures
 Swimming pools and splash pads - including filtration system, circulation pumps, chemical treatment, heating

and related equipment, and related fixed features
 Water slides - open or enclosed flume, serpentine configurations, and drop slides
 Communication towers - freestanding or guyed wire structures
 Sewer lift stations and related process equipment

o Submersible stations
o Packaged/can-style stations
o Above grade stations with below grade wet/dry well configuration

 Wastewater treatment plant structures (aeration basins, clarifiers, digesters, contact basins, splitter structures,
UV treatment structures, etc.)

 Lagoons - including liners, riprap, and soil embankments
 In-plant (underground) piping, located within the areas of wastewater and water treatment plants

Classified as Building (Lift Station)- Note 
permanent foundation and plumbing/electrical 
service 

Classified as Building (Quonset Building)- Note 
permanent foundation, electrical service, and 
material replacement value 
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 Outdoor property not identified as “building/structure” as previously defined. 

Typical Examples 
 

Property Typically classified as Property in the Open (PITO) 

 Fencing and security gates (all material types) - including backstops and fenced dugout structures
 Retaining Walls
 Safety Bollards
 Prefabricated storage buildings and containers
 Signage
 Pier and marina structures – including floating structures and boardwalks
 Airport improvements (signal beacons, runway lighting, etc.)
 Yard and parking lot lighting
 Ballfield lighting
 Scoreboards
 Playground structures and equipment - modular play structures, slides, swings, bouncers, climbers, etc.

Property in the Open 

Classified as PITO (Prefabricated Storage) - 
Note lack of permanent foundation and services 

Classified as PITO (Simple Dugout) - Note 
chain-link fence construction and lack of 
material value 

Classified as PITO (Playground Structure) Classified as PITO (Dock/Pier Structure) 
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 Portable seating and bleachers
 Athletic goals - football goal posts, basketball, soccer, etc.
 Flagpoles
 Warning sirens (pole-mounted)
 Fuel tanks (above and below grade) and related pumping and control equipment
 Synthetic surfaces - turf fields, tennis courts, running tracks, etc.
 Pedestrian bridges - park and trail (including ATV and snowmobile bridges)
 Outdoor hockey/skating rink racer boards and fencing
 Minor outdoor equipment – bike racks, grills, picnic tables, trash receptacles, water fountains, batting cages,

benches, statues, drinking fountains, etc.
 Grouped items located throughout jurisdictional limits - street lighting, traffic control signals, hydrants, water

meters, electrical distribution line/poles (above ground), electric meters, transformers (pole and pad-
mounted), bus shelters, etc.

*Note - If any of the above items are physically attached to a building, the value should be added to that building.  For 
example: rooftop flagpoles and building-mounted signage and lighting. 

Items Typically Excluded from Property Insurance Coverage 

 Land
 Infrastructure - roads/streets, sewer collection lines and interceptors, storm water collection systems and 

retention basins, water distribution piping, underground gas and electric distribution systems
 Guardrails
 Vehicular bridges
 Concrete paving, driveways, and access paths
 Asphalt paving
 Curb/gutter
 Landscaping
 Overhead Transmission Lines (Utility and Communication)


